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Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and Security master’s degree alumnus Andrew Slaten
shared his expertise at an international crisis and civil emergency course held at the National Defence College in
Sweden May 25-June 1.
Slaten’s participation in the senior-level course on Crisis Management and Civil Emergency Planning highlights the
extent of CHDS resources as well as the beneficial connections of the Center’s alumni and faculty network.
It began as a request from Lars Hedstrom, executive director of the Institute for National Defence and Security
Policy Studies, to Dr. Anders Strindberg of the Center’s faculty, Slaten said, inquiring as to whether CHDS would
have an alumnus or faculty member available to speak and participate at the course. Strindberg referred him to
Slaten, who is deputy director, International Affairs, with the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
In addition to participating throughout the weeklong event, Slaten also provided an overview of the United States
government’s procedures and mechanisms for receiving or requesting international assistance following major
disasters.
The course brought together representatives from Sweden, Belgium, Ireland, the United Kingdom, Estonia, France,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Austria, Armenia, Georgia, Romania, and Norway.
Participants a gained a comprehensive overview on Crisis Management (CM) and Civil Emergency Planning (CEP)
with the objective of increasing the participants’ knowledge and understanding of the various parts and linkages. The
course methodology is a combination of lectures, facilitated discussions, and scenario-based learning.
The course sought to expand the participants’ knowledge and understanding of the various parts and linkages. The
course methodology is a combination of lectures, facilitated discussions, and scenario-based learning. The course is
part of the Swedish contribution to Partnership for Peace (PfP) and is primarily open for PfP and NATO countries.
“FEMA has worked closely with our counterpart in Sweden, the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB), for a
number of years," Slaten said. “They have supported our National Level Exercise Program (NLE2011) and recent
International Workshops on International Assistance. To expand the engagement to include the Institute for National
Defence and Security Policy Studies adds a new dimension to our collaboration on building societal resilience
through emergency management capacity building."
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Slaten added that future collaborative efforts are being planned.
For more information, visit: http://www.fhs.se/sv/nyheter/2013/kurs-i-samhallets-sakerhet-med-internationellt-
perspektiv (*Swedish language site.)
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